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IF YOU COULD SURF THE GLOBE, WOULD YOU
STILL LIMIT YOURSELF TO ONE OCEAN? –

#CONQUERING
FRONTIERS

LIMITLESS

Every adventure begins with a courageous step, with a vision,
with an uncompromising desire to continuously set ambitious
goals and never stop until we achieve them. They begin with
a desire to see obstacles as opportunities and not as limitations,
to view things from a different perspective in order to find
new inspiration, and to consistently challenge the status quo
to create something truly extraordinary.
This pioneering spirit, with its innate desire to constantly
conquer frontiers, is the key to the success of a brand
that started out in 1737 as a small watchmaker’s workshop
in Le Locle, Switzerland, and went on to write horological
history by using ingenuity and innovation to develop precise,
highly functional, and extremely reliable timepieces – the
perfect expression of its brand philosophy.
Today, 280 years after that first courageous step, it is
this indomitable pioneering spirit that continues to define
Favre-Leuba.
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LEGENDARY

March 1718. In Le Locle, at the heart of the barren wilderness
of the Swiss Jura Mountains, Abraham Favre signs his
apprenticeship contract having just turned 16. He wants to
be the first in his family to learn the art of watchmaking –
a step into the unknown. His courage is rewarded: this is not
only his first step on the way to opening his own workshop,
first officially mentioned in a 1737 document, but also lays
the groundwork for the Favre-Leuba watch brand.
This is a brand that set new standards in the watch industry
time and again with its innovative timepieces and groundbreaking
technology, whose watches quickly won renown across the
world for their practical functionality, extreme precision, and
outstanding reliability in any climatic conditions, and that
quickly identified the potential offered by overseas markets,
successfully establishing itself in Russia, Cuba, Brazil, Chile,
India, and the USA.

Bivouac

Sea Chief

Bathy

Many of Favre-Leuba’s timepieces have since become true
legends, for example the Bivouac, which, launched in 1962,
was the first mechanical wristwatch to measure altitude and air
pressure with an aneroid barometer, and the 1968 Bathy was the
first watch to display the depth as well as the duration of a dive.

Deep Blue
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1737 Foundation of the brand: Abraham Favre’s watch workshop in Le Locle.
1815 Targeting growth: cooperation with the Leuba family.
1820 In foreign markets: international expansion.
1865 Recognizing potential: launch in India.
1896 Relocation: new company headquarters in Geneva.
1948	
Accolades: precision watches from Favre-Leuba win
numerous prizes.

1955 Manufacturing achievement: development of the FL101 caliber.

1718

The first step:
Abraham Favre starts
his apprenticeship
as a watchmaker.

1956	
A new look: the Sea King ushers in a new era of design at Favre-Leuba,
during which extraordinary timepieces are created.

1960 First diving watch: the Water Deep becomes a popular underwater companion.
1962	
Highly acclaimed world debut: the Bivouac is the first mechanical wristwatch
with an aneroid barometer for altimetry and air pressure measurement.

1963	
For underwater adventures: Favre-Leuba launches the diving watch Deep Blue,
which is waterproof up to 200 meters.

1968	
Innovation: the Bathy is the first mechanical wristwatch which not only
displays the dive time but also the dive depth.

1970	
Formal perfection: with its unmistakable pillow-shaped case, the Sea Sky
skillfully celebrates the design of the 1970s.

2011 The dawn of a new era: Tata Group acquires Favre-Leuba.
2016	
Inspired by legends: the current collection reflects the brand’s history
and tradition.

2017 Anniversary: 280 years of Favre-Leuba.
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IF YOU COULD CLIMB SUMMITS UNDER
WATER TOO, WOULD YOU LET THE
ONES ON LAND BE THE ONLY ONES
CHALLENGING YOU? –

#CONQUERING
FRONTIERS

COMPANIONS

It is early morning on August 7, 1964. Two mountaineers
are squarely in the middle of the almost vertical, mostly
ice-covered north face of Pointe Whymper in the Grandes
Jorasses. So far, no one has ever been able to get to the
top of the difficult summit on this seemingly impossible route.
It’s freezing cold. Again and again, stones plunge down,
thundering past the two mountaineers into the bottomless
void. Clouds are gathering. Keep moving or turn back?
Much is at stake – not only the success of the planned ascent,
but also the two men’s survival. Thanks to the integrated
barometer, their wristwatch shows them not only their current
altitude, but also any impending weather changes. Because
of this important information, the two-man climbing team
pitches a protective camp and thereby escape a heavy
s nowstorm.
Two days later, on August 9, at about 6:00 p. m. – still in
adverse conditions, accompanied by snow and wind – they
reach the 4,184-meter-high peak, exhausted but safe and
sound. One of the two mountaineers shortly thereafter writes
in a letter: “The last stage of this ascent is certainly one of
the hardest endeavors you can undertake in the Alps !”
The two daredevils: Genevan mountain guide
Michel Vaucher and the Italian mountaineer Walter Bonatti
Their watch: The Bivouac by Favre-Leuba

18

19

CONQUERING FRONTIERS STARTS WITH
OPENING YOUR MIND TO NEW DIMENSIONS
AND IDEAS. –

#CONQUERING
FRONTIERS

MINDSET

Yellow, blue, green and red. Four colors. Yet so much more
than just that. To each of these colors, the Swiss psychologist
and philosopher, Max Lüscher, assigned a specific and
defined type of thinking, that plays an essential role in shaping
our human behavior. According to his theory, yellow stands
for optimism and intuition, creative thinking and behavior;
blue for strong analytical skills and critical scrutiny; green for
a structured, controlled approach; red for a target-orientated,
can-do attitude.
Only those whose thinking draws on all these colors and
who achieve the perfect balance, can respond appropriately
to each new situation, go off the beaten track and gain new
insights. That’s why Favre-Leuba gives equal importance
to these four colors. Together they symbolize the holistic,
multifaceted and courageous thinking that has always
characterized Favre-Leuba. An attitude that doesn’t accept
boundaries, but strives for improvement and breaks through
rigid structures, thus enabling innovation and real creativity.
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DREAMING BIG AND OUT OF THE BOX IS A
WORLD ONLY A FEW PLUNGE INTO. –

#CONQUERING
FRONTIERS

EXPEDITION
PARTNER

October / November 1962. In the northern edge of the African
Chad Basin. The temperature differences are extreme –
5 °C in the morning, 40 – 42 °C in the afternoon, and even up
to 80 – 85 °C in the sun. Add to that an almost unbearable
dryness: the humidity is 18 % at most.
A French-Swiss expedition group is exploring the rugged Tibesti –
the highest mountain of the Sahara. Even the journey to the
isolated region was more than adventurous: first by an airplane
belonging to the president of the Republic of Chad, then for
eleven days on the camelback, and on foot for the final approach –
a distance of about 100 kilometers through an inhospitable
sand and stone desert.
The men successfully conquer seven peaks, three of them
as first ascents. Among them the volcanic Tarso Toussidé
with an altitude of 3,265 m above sea level. The heights
indicated precisely by his wristwatch, serve one of the Swiss
expedition group members as valuable information for his
records. The Genevan mountaineer later wrote to Henry-A.
Favre, the former CEO of Favre-Leuba: “Despite the severe
heat and cold, the Bivouac is working perfectly.”
The Swiss group member: Genevan mountaineer
and Himalayan pioneer René Dittert
Always on his wrist: The Bivouac by Favre-Leuba
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WHAT WAS YESTERDAY THOUGHT IMPOSSIBLE,
IS TODAY MADE POSSIBLE. ONLY FEW DARE. –

#CONQUERING
FRONTIERS

ENGINEERING

Thanks to technical ingenuity, one-of-a-kind functionality as
well as unmistakable and magnetic aesthetics, numerous
timepieces from Favre-Leuba have become legendary. Today,
these legends not only serve as inspiration for the brand
when creating new watches but are also a commitment to
establish lasting values. The designers from Favre-Leuba,
however, are far from content with what already exists and
what’s already been achieved.
They consequently rethink all that’s been thought up until now.
Find unique ideas and concepts to forge new paths. Design
ingenious solutions to make the seemingly impossible, technologically possible. Focus on the essentials and reduce
complexity wherever possible to improve the reliability of
the watches or to simplify their operation and readability.
They develop innovative technologies to continually increase
the precision and outstanding functionality expected of a
typical Favre-Leuba.

The best proof of this uncompromising mental attitude so
far, is the construction of the Raider Harpoon and the Raider
Bivouac 9000. The Raider Harpoon is the ultimate diving
watch that allows divers to read the minutes elapsed since
the start of a dive – the most important unit of time under
water – more quickly, easily, and accurately than ever before.
On the other hand, the Raider Bivouac 9000 is another
world’s first created by Favre-Leuba. It is a homage to the
legendary Bivouac from 1962, but has been improved
and refined in every aspect to make it capable of coping
with the demands that are now placed on a highly functional
instrument that is designed to conquer extremely high altitudes. As the first mechanical wristwatch the Bivouac 9000
measures altitudes of up to 9,000 meters above sea level!

In this process, they create the ideal companions for all those
who are not bound by limits – whether in their daily life or
when conquering frontiers, at great heights or depths, in the
east or in the west, in the north or the south of the equator,
in the heat or freezing cold.
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THE ESSENTIALS
Under water, a diver’s safety constantly depends on receiving
clear, precise and extremely reliable information. This is
why Favre-Leuba created an instrument that concentrates on
the essentials – the minutes that have passed since the dive
began. For the Raider Harpoon, the form of time indication
has been completely rethought and redesigned so that
you are guaranteed to be able to read it clearly and accurately
under all conditions, and there is no danger of mistaking
hours for minutes.
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Only one hand is rotating in front of the dial to indicate the
passing minutes. The interaction between this central
hand and the hour ring with large Arabic numerals, that
rotates on the outer edge of the dial and is driven by a
specially designed and patented mechanism, allows you
to read the complete time. Brilliantly functional !

37

IT IS FINALLY ALL IN YOUR MIND AND ALL
ABOUT YOUR ATTITUDE. –

#CONQUERING
FRONTIERS

DIVING
COMPANION

2016. A lagoon in the Bahamas. Gentle waves, warm water,
a cloudless sky stretching over the sea. A slender young
woman focuses her attention. On herself. Almost in a trance.
No unnecessary thoughts, nervousness or fear are allowed
to disturb her concentration at this moment. She sets herself
a high standard. She wants nothing less than to give her
best. Here and now, at this precise moment in time. She takes
a deep breath in, filling her lungs with oxygen.
Headfirst, she dives in. Free, natural, pristine – with no aids
and no fins. Just her body and the water. With a few, powerful
strokes, she dives deeper and deeper. A rope shows her the
way. The world above vanishes, becoming silent. She descends
into the darkness. The surrounding water pressure increases.
Weightless, with nobody around, the lines between herself and
the foreign element melt away.
Thanks to the hands of her watch, glowing bright in the dark,
she knows for sure that she’s been diving for more than a
minute. She turns around after reaching the depth she’s set
for herself and ascends towards the light breaking through high
above her. The last meters are the most dangerous. Not too
fast now. She resurfaces and inhales ! The earlier tension triggers
a feeling of happiness, familiar to all those who push themselves to excel and achieve the nearly impossible using both
mental and physical strength. This young woman will c arry on
diving in the future, exploring her limits and searching for just
this feeling of joy and happiness.
The diver: Sayuri Kinoshita from Japan. She was the first
woman to reach a depth of 72 meters with constant
weight with no fins, setting the first world record for her
country in this discipline in 2016.
Her watch: The Raider Deep Blue from Favre-Leuba
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VISIONS OF
THE FUTURE

Abraham Favre’s first courageous step was only the beginning.
Countless more were to come. Some big, others small, but
each one as important as the previous. Together, they tell the
story of Favre-Leuba. A story of defiance, endurance, and
an indomitable pioneering spirit, of an uncompromising desire
to seize opportunities and achieve the outstanding in every
respect. A story of ingenuity and exceptional engineering,
which would enrich the world of timekeeping with innovative
developments, time and again.
Countless steps, all of which earned Favre-Leuba the
reputation it enjoys today. Countless steps that led to new
discoveries and experiences, which now form the brand’s
foundation for inspired innovation, adapted to the needs of the
modern world. Countless steps – but the journey is far from
over. There will be countless more to come. Some big, others
small, but each one certainly important, leading to the next
discovery and revealing a vision of the future. All an expression
of the independent, complex and progressive thinking at
Favre-Leuba.
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The name of Favre-Leuba continues to guarantee outstanding
performance in every respect. It symbolizes the courage
to risk the extraordinary – whether in terms of technology,
design, service, distribution, or marketing. Above all, it stands
for trailblazing watches that redefine what is possible.
Watches that are reliable companions for modern people
who embrace challenges, mental or physical. Those who
make their own style and transcend the whims of fashion.
People who are determined never to stand still, who
strive to move forward in pursuit of their own visions.
Michel Vaucher. Walter Bonatti. René Dittert. Sayuri Kinoshita.
Many known and unknown personalities were already
successfully conquering their frontiers – with a watch by
Favre-Leuba as their always reliable companion. Now, it’s on
you to conquer your frontiers!
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CONQUERING FRONTIERS IS A CHOICE
YOU MAKE OR A CHOICE YOU DON’T.
IF YOU ARE WILLING TO CHALLENGE
THE STATUS QUO, WE WILL BE YOUR
INDISPENSABLE COMPANION THROUGH
IT ALL.

FAVRE-LEUBA
#C ONQUERING
FRONTIERS
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Also available in an interactive, digital version on www.favre-leuba.com

Favre-Leuba AG
Niklaus-Konradstr. 25 / 27
4500 Solothurn, Switzerland
info@favre-leuba.com
www.favre-leuba.com

Concept and Design
Promacx AG, Bern
promacx.ch

favre-leuba.com

